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Brief Introduction 
Dr. Rosnah Binti Mohd Zain is currently the Deputy Vice-Chancellor for Research, 
Innovation, and Enterprise at MAHSA University and also serves as the CEO of 
MAHSA Research and Innovation Sdn Bhd (MRI). She was previously the Dean of 
the Faculty of Dentistry from December 2016 to April 2023. Dr. Rosnah has over 35 
years of experience at the Universiti Malaya, including more than 25 years in 
administrative roles, notably as Dean of the Faculty of Dentistry (2010–2014). As 
the Founding Director of the Oral Cancer Research and Coordinating Center 
(OCRCC) at the University of Malaya, she led the center from 2005 to 2015, focusing 
on standardizing lesion criteria, methodologies, and research quality control in oral 
cancer studies. Her research interests encompass oral cancer in the Asia-Pacific 
region, with current emphasis on screening for early detection of oral cancer. Since 
1993, she has been training dentists in early detection of oral cancer using clinical 
oral/visual examination (COE). Dr. Rosnah has contributed to the WHO Blue Book 
on Head and Neck Tumors (Volumes 5 & 6), served as an international expert for the 
IARC Handbook of Cancer Prevention (Oral Cancer Prevention), and is part of the 
ICCR (International Collaboration on Cancer Reporting) for the Carcinomas of the 
Oral Cavity Dataset. She received the Honorary Life Membership Award from the 
International Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathologists in August 2023 and 
was conferred Professor Emeritus by Universiti Malaya in December 2024. 
 

Education 
 Bachelor of Dental Sciences BDSc(Queensland), Master of Science (MS)- Oral 

Pathology and Diagnosis (Michigan) 
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Professional Experiences 
 Fellow, American Academy of Oral Pathology. 
Research Interests and Areas of Expertise 
Oral Cancer, Training for early detection of oral cancer, Dental education including 
assessments, curriculum and accreditation. 


